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The strong tendency on the part of many people to evaluate Canada's forest 
resources in terms of timber alone is understandable. Timber is the most obvious 
product of forest land and commonly the chief marketable commodity. The non-
timber values of the forests, while of great economic importance, have been relatively 
neglected. However, increasing recognition of these great national assets is develop
ing a broader concept of forestry. 

Forest resources are inventoried periodically by provincial forest authorities 
and, with their co-operation, the Forestry Branch of the Department of Resources 
and Development compiles the National Forest Inventory. The latest estimates of 
accessible and total forest stands in the ten provinces and in the Yukon and North
west Territories appear in Table 1. These estimates are subject to constant revision 
as more accurate and complete inventories are prepared. 

1.—Estimate of Total Stand of Timber, by Type and Size, and by Provinces 
and Regions 
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TOTALS, ATLANTIC 
13,041 115,629 12,437 2,801 35,603 3,586 15,842 151,232 16,023 13,041 115,629 12,437 2,801 35,603 3,586 15,842 151,232 
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TOTALS, CENTRAL 
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TOTALS, PRAIRIE 
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TOTALS, BRITISH 
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Grand Totals2,' 381,964 1,946,034 237,927 36,454 741,893 70,352 418,418 2,687,927 308,279 

1 Cubic volumes do not include wood in stumps and unusable tops. 2 Exclusive of Labrador. 
! Including estimates of inaccessible stands in the Yukon and Northwest Territories. 

Forest Land Tenure.—Private individuals or corporations own 7 p.c. of 
Canada's total forest land. The remaining 93 p.c. is still in the possession of the 
Crown in the right of the Federal Government or of the provinces: rights to cut 


